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BILLS (2)--RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
1, Mines Reguldtion Act Amendroent.
2, Licensing Act Amendment Con-
tinuance.
With amendments.

House adjourned at 6-11 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

FPATERS PRESENTED.

By tiie Colonial Secrelary: 1, Report
on the inspection of liquors for the year
1914-15. 2, (a) Corrigin Road Board,
Health Aect, 1911-12.—Resolution (A)
adopting model by-laws; (b) Buriville
Tocal Board of Health.—Resolution (B)
adopting model by-laws; (e} Melville
Road Board—by-law; (d) Menzies Road
Board.—Resoiution (A) adopting moedel
by-laws. 3, Life Assurance Companies
Aet, 1899—Tables in connection with
the business done by life assurance com-
panies operating in Weslern Australia.
4, Audit of arcounts of the Siate meat
stalls, * 5, Report on the werk of the
Charities Department  for the year
ended 30th June, 1915. G, Fremantle
Harbour Trust.—Amendment of rezula-
tions Nos. 163 and 96. ~

‘ [COUNCIL.]

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

Eaztension of time.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY (Hon. J. M. Drew—Central)
the time for bringing up the report was
extended for a week.

MOTION — COMMONWEALTH
DEFENCE ACT, CONSCRIPTION.
Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.34]:

I move—

That in the opinion of this House
any attempt to extend the conscription
seclions, as set forth in the Common-
wealth  Defence Act, other than to
amend the eristing provisos thereih re-
lating to eremplions, so as to provide
that age or physical infirmily shall be
the ownly qualification for eremption,
would be inimical lo the best interests
of Australia, and’ would not at this
Juncture assisé ihe Kmpire and ils
Allies in prosecuting the present war
‘to a successful conclusion

1 have no intention of trenching at any
great length upon the valuable time of
this Chamber. 1 recognise that the sub-
jeet matter of fhe molion is one over
whieh this House and this TParliament
cannot exercise jurisdiction. The faet,

ilowever, that it covers a  question
which is well worthy of considera-
fion af the hands of this House
i¥ my one and only reason for

bringing it forward. For some time
past various members of the TFederal
Parliament and a section of the Austra-
lian people have advocated that eonserip-
tion should be enforced beyond the con-
fines of the Commonwealth, or any of its
territories. More recenfly in this State a
seetion of the Press and a section of the
community have been advocating in a
gimilar direction. Na doubi the action
adopted by this section of the Press has
been instrumental, to -a very greal ex-
tent, in prompling the hon. member for
Geraldton (AT, Heitraann) to give notice
of a resolution of an affirmatory char-
acter in the Legislative Assembly in the
direction of eouscription.- That motion
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of Mr. Heitmann's has been given great
prominence by vae of the daily meiro-
politan papers, The views of prominent
citizens of Perth have also been solicited
in the direction of ascertaining their
opinions in regard to this dquestion, I
note that the Honorary Minister (Hon.
R. H. Underwood) as usual, has let fly
on this matter without any consideration
at all. He bas said that he is for con-
seription, out and out. His statement,
Lhowever, hegan and eanded there. Another
section of the husiness people and prom-
inent commercial men has also expressed
favour with the idea of conseription, I
do not think that the fact of a man being
a prowinent business man, or a Minister,
makes him competent in any way to deal
with this guestion. This is a question
that requires to have very careful con-
sideration, and present comparisons
should be made with past comparisons
whick T do not think has yet been done.
I strongly deprecate the action taken on
this very question by members of Parlia-
ment. The present Defence Act provides
that members of Parliament are exempt
from any service whatever in the defence
foreces of Australia. There are others
who are also exempt, but I am specific-
ally referring now to members of Parlia-
ment. [ thipk it savours of bad form
and shows a want of self-sacrifice on the
part of members of Parliament when
they advocate that Awustralian -citizens
should be asked to bear arms ontside the
Commonwealth or its territories, while
they are still prepared to avail them-
selves of the exemption eclanses under
which they are not asked to bear arms, or
even to do anything for the defence of
Australia within its borders. Members of
Parliament should, on this question, en-
deavour to place their own houses in
order before they ask that the principle
of conscription should be extended to
other people. The principle is not ap-
plied to them in any shape or form what-
ever in Australia to-day. TUntil ibhat hap-
pens, I ask them forever to hold their
peace. It is very pleasing to note that,
despite the efforts which are being made
to enforee conscription in Australia, ifs
advocates have received no encourage-
ment from the only body that could give
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effect to the principle, namely, the Fed-
eral Government. The Prime Minister
himself on more than one occasion bas
declared that he is emphatically opposed
to altering the existing Act. In order to
more clearly demonstrate my points, it
becomes necessary for me to refer to
our Defence Act. I should like to say,
in passing, that amongst conscriptionists
and noen-conseripiionists, there is a woe-
ful ignorance in respect to our own de-
fence laws and the Defence Act. It was
not seriously contended that the purposes
of the Act were other than for the de-
fence of Australia, Had this been other-
wise, or had it been made known that
one of the purposes of the Defence Act
was for aggression, or that its force
should apply beyond the confines of Aus-
tralia, wé would have had no Defence
Act as we know it to-day. T think that
Section 49 of the Act places tbat point
ahsolutely beyond dispute. It states that
no member of the defence forces of Aus-
tralia ¢an be made to bear arms outside
the Commonwealth. All the conserip-
tionists would have to do in my opinion
would be to get Section 49 removed from
the Aet, or suspended, and every male
inhahitant in Australia who had been
a resident in the Commonwealth for six
months {(and was not exempt) and was
between the age of 18 and 60 vears eould
then, as prescribed by proclamation, be
foreced to bear arms within or without
the Commonwealth. That is all the con-
scriptionist had to do so far as
the Defence Aect is concerned. Many,
and unfortunately too many, of our
people do mot know that for the
home defence of Australia con-
seription 18 as plainly set forth in this
Act as il is in the Acis of Germany
or any other continental nation. Qur
friends who advoecate conscription
desire thaf the saving clause should be
amended or suspended. Were that done
by any means whatever it would be a
distinet breaeh of the mandate given to
Parliament by the people. I think it
would be against the best interests of
Australia, if it moved a single step in
the direction of amending that section;
and until we get an appeal from the Im-
perial Government based on the fact that
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they have passed legislation applying
to compulsory wmilitary service at home
and abroad, no action should be taken.
Unti! that is done Ausiralia, or any
true Ausiralian, has no right to interfere
with our existing legislation. If this
movement only applied to Australia there
would be very little to worry about, but,
unfortunately, it is not centred in Aus-
tralia. We know that at the com-
mencement of the war—and Mr.
Lynn ean bear me ount—a section
of the British press did all that
was possible, unsuccessfully, to force
the hands of the Imperial Parliament in
the direction of couseription. I was very
much struck by the reasons advanced
by prominent thinkers and leading news-
papers in England, This campaign failed
in its objeet and the reason given for the
failure was that it was due to the snecess
of the voluntary system, If anyone Lad
said that within twelve months of the
outbreal of hostilities four millions of
men would have joined the colours in
England they would not have been taken
serionsty.  The lalesi Englhish newspapers
reveal the fact that sinee the outbreak
of war and up to the middle of last Auy-
ust no fewer than four million men joined
the colours. We have only to come to
onr own little Commonwealth o find that
140,000 men bhave volunteered for ser-
vice. Does that fact not prove that there
are enough men offering? Has anyone
in authority ever suggested that there
should be eonseription?

Hon. A. (. Jenkins: Lord Kitchener
and the Australian Minister for Defence.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Lord Kitchener
is the most maligned man to-day, maligned
by the Northeliffe press, and for the sim-
ple reason that he would not adopt eon-
scription, There may have been a short-
age of men at the firing line, but even
if conscription had been adopled that
shortage would still have existed. Betfer
reésults might have heen obtained hy con-
seription, hut T have not yet been able
to find that it has been possible by con-
seription to put up better results in the
way of inducing men to join the colours
than has been done by our voluntary
system. Another point has been made much
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of by agitators for conseription, They
say that the present volunlary system is
unfair in its application and unfair in
its incideuce. 1t may be unfair to this
extent, that certainly a good eclass of wen
have gone but in all movements the best
class always lead. Without drawing an
invidions comparison between the eclass
of men who went from this country, with
the first contingents and the class going
away to-day, I say that without doubt
the best class certainly did go first and
they set an example for the others
to follow, Al that has Jbeen said
about the unfairness of the inei-
dence and the application of the
voluntary system ean equally be
said about the unfairness of the incidence
and the application of conscription, that
is, 1f we take it from the view point that
it is goiny to be detrimental to the future
ot the nation, All eonseription Acts un-
doubtedly provide that the flower of the
mankood shall go first. 'Fhe young un-
married men must be the frst to go;
then the young married men without
families follow ; then the provision is for
yourrg married men with families, and
these gradations are earried out until
the age of G0 vears is reached. If we
want an academic argumeni we ean pub
up as good a case against the unfair in-
cidence of conseription as we can against
the unfair incidence of the voluntary sys-
fem. I do not think that the lack of men
has heenr a faetor in our lack of progress
up to date; as a matter of fact, I think
that more men have been available than
llave been actually required. But there is
one factor that must appeal to everybody
and it is the shortage of equipment and
munitions of war., That, it must be ve-
cognised, has had a lot to do with our
inability to make that rapid progress
which many of us desired to see. This is
the very point upon which I would be
much concerned if the advocates of con-
scription were to gain the day. The pro-
duction of munitions is almost entirely
in the bands of the working classes. We
cannot produce commodities unless we
have the human labour to apply to the
manufacture of these commodities. Not
only is the production of munitions in
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ihe hands of the working elaszes in the
Eniied Kingdom but also in Australia.
Another factor is, that the trades union
movement embraces the greater percentage
of the workers employed in the manuafae-
ture of munitions. IF hon. members will
take the trouble to look at the leading
English newspapers and read the opinions
of prominent men they will come to the
conclugion that there is no disputing the
fact that the trades unton wmovement of
Great Britain is dead against ecompulsion,
unless if can be proved lo their entire
eatisfaction that the voluntary system has
failed. That is the position which ap-
peals mostly to me. Before getting away
from that point 1 desire to bring in a
new phase of this auestion which has not,
te my knowledge, been heard of in Aus-
tralia and it has ewanated from my es-
teemed friend and colleague the Ton. J.
E. Dodd. In a letter to me daied Sth
September. Mr, Dodd bears out what 1
have already said. He states thai the
Northeliffe press are misrepresenting the
conseription section of the Ausiralian
Defence Act to further ecompnlsery ser-
vice, Mr. Dodd holds the opinion that
the trades unionists in England are right
againsi vonseription, and he thinks that
any aflempt (o enforee it will almost
bring about a revolution. The fact that
the Northeliffe press are adopting this
attitnde as a lever in favour of conserip-
tion is safficient to make every Austra-
lian who may be in favour of conscrip-
tion pause and think before talking. The
enforcement of conseription in Anstralia
may mean not success buf defeat. It is
not a question of how conseription would
be taken in Australia. It is a question
of how conscription would be received
in the 0Old Country, and I claim
that if Australia proceeds in the direc-
tion of forcing England to that end,
by legislating in the direction of conserip-
tion, sueh an action will certainly be re-
eeived with disfavour at Home. As I
said earlier in my remarks, I sincerely

hope that due consideration will bhe
given to the movement in this
State as in Ausiralia generally, and

allow those who are in a position fo
say when the time comes whether or not

1687

we should depart from the system we
have enjoyed in the past. I hope that
aspeet will be taken, I am prepared fo
adopt that aspect and to say no more
against conscription in Ausiralia pro-
vided my opponents will sit quiet. There
is just one other feaiure in rexurd to the
Press which T deprecate and which I do
not think has been conducive to the pro-
aress of the allies, The Press almost uni-
versally lave not given to the publie at
large the troe fighting capabilities and re-
sources of our enemies, 11 is all very well
o refer to them as huns and ollier names
but I think the Press and those respon-
sible for what appears in the Press have
a duaty to perform and that dnly is to let
evervone know that we arve up against a
stilf propesition: that we arve up azauinst
uations that can not only fight, probably
as well as our own men, but are better
equipped. and [ am perfecily satisfied
that if the trath iz pul fairly and squarely
io the people thal we can win through
without conseription.

Hon, R. G. ARDAGH (Norl-East)
[5.3]: I second the motion and in doing
so 1. say that in my opinion il is time
enough for Australia to go in for con-
seription when the old land has found it
neeessary to do so.  They should Brst
take the lead in this matter and as a con-
sequence it 15 almost unneeessary for a

“ motion of this kind to he moved in Aus-

tralia either for or against conseription.
There is a4 good deal one might say in
favour of conscription and a good deal
might be said against it. Personally I
think the first thing that might have been
done when it was found necessary to call
for one hundred thousand men to assist
in this terrible war was for the authori-
ties to have taken into consideration the
class of people whom they would have
obtained. By that T mean io say if was
quite unnecessary for the authorities to
have allowed so many married men with
large families to have been amongst the
first to enlist. What do we find to-dav?
We find a largze number of those men
who have been Kkilled have left behind
widows with very large families of small
children to monrn their loss.  This i {o
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be regretted fo a great eytent. Probably
those who have been eontrolling this busi-
ness .did not think it necessary to take
that into aceount, but it must come home
fo everyone now the great loss we have
sustained in Ausiralia of the flower of
the land who have gone to the war, and
that amongst those lost have been men
we can i} afford to lose, men who have
left bebind many little ones and widows
to mourn their loss. As far as compul-
sory service is concerned I think that had
we in Australia at the commencement of
the war gone in for compulsory home
training, from the cadet to men physi-
cally fit, up to fifty years of age, a lot of
good would have hbeen done towards
getting recrnits in case they were needed
to go to the front. At the present time
Australia has no doubt done its share buf
it looks gs if it will be necessary fo do a
great deal more before this terribie war
is over and as a eonsequence I think, like
the mover of the motion, that members of
Parliament should not be exempt. We
should be ligble fo be called on fo fight
for onr conntry as well as those for whom
we make the laws. Rifle elubs and volun-
tary training are doing a great deal of
good towards recrniting bnt I think it
ghould be compulsory for men physically
fit to be compelled to go into training,
and those who cannot shoot be taught to
shoot in case they are needed during the

currency of the war, at any rate. That”
is all T wish to say.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)

[9.7): 1 desire to say only a very few
words in regard to the mgotion which T
trust this House will not earry. I hope
the Honse will not carry the motion for
the very reason given by Mr. Cornell in
moving it. Towards the close of his re-
marks the hon. member said that he was
satisfied to allow those placed in a posi-
tion of authority to decide. Why pre-
judice our position by telling them what
they ought to do. Tlere are three classes
in the commumty. Those who believe in
conscription—and although I do not in-
tend on this occasion to argue in favour
of conscription T say unhesitalingly Ido
believe in it. But there are three classes
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in this community, those who believe in
conseription and advocate it, those who
are utterly opposed to it, and those who
are prepared to allow those in authority
to decide and not only loyally abide by
their decision but to endeavour to pro-
mote and assist them. Anpd if the Im-
perial Parliament says that conseription
is necessary or the Federal Parliament
says that it is necessary we will loyally
abide by the decision and help in every
possible way. Why does the hon. mem-
ber ask us now to pledge our-
selves  against a  proposal which
may may not become neces-
saryY  The hon. member has pointed
out that in Great Britain four wmillion
men have joined the colours, and in Aus-
tralia one hundred and forty thousand,
We have to remember that of the male
population of Great Britain those who
have volunteered constitute no less than
twenty per cent., and of the male popula-
tion of Australia those who have volun-
teered constitute only five per cent. We
as a community pledged ourselves that to
the last man and the last shilling we will
help the Empire in this terrible war. It
is not for us to Qictate to the Common-
wealth Government or to suggest to the
Commonwealth Government how our oh-
ligations are to be carried out. Of the
male population of Great Britain twenty
per cent. have volunteered and of the
male popalation of Australia only five
per cent. have volunteered, and I think
there is very little doubt that our fuli
twenty per cent, will be required. I am
prepared to leave it to the Commonwealth
(Government to say how that twenty per
cent, will be made up. There is no need
for a lengthy diseussion on this motion or
for those of us who believe in eonserip-
tion to advocate it now, and I do not see
that any good would result from trying
to get resolutions in favour of eonserip-
tion carried in this Chamber. 1 do not
propose to take that course and I hope
the motion will be negatived. Before re-
suming my seat I wish to endorse the re-
marks whieh the hon. mewmber made as to
the eourage and quality of the men who
have gone to the front from Australia as

or
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whole and from Wesiern Austrelia in
irtienlar. Let me express my sentiments
! pride and gratification—sentiments 1
o sure are shared by other hon. mem-
irs—at the highest honour which a sol-
er can gain being obtained by a West
ugtralian, the son of a gentleman whe for
ars sai in the Parliament of the State,
id who sat for a while in this Houge,
td whose nnworthy suecessor I happen
be. It has been my pleasure and privi-
ge to have kmown and esteemed the ve-
pient of this honour; it is no Surprise
- me that he won it and that the deed by
hich it was won was not any spectaeular
splay of sudden heroism but that it was
o steadily. “hanging .on'’—lhat is what
wgo Throssell was given the Vietoria
ross for—and thereby encouraging
hers and saving the situation. IKnow-
¢ bis charaeteristic it was no surprise
» e to know how he earned this great
mour.

On motion by Colonial Secretary, de-
ite adjourned.

PAPERS—POWER HOUSE, EAST
PERTH.

Debale resumed from ithe 12th October
1 the motion by Hon. H. P. Colehatch,
T'hat ithe remaining files and contracis
daling to the erection of lhe electrie
ower station at East Perth now lying
1 the lable of the House be relurned lo
1e Commissioner of Railways.”

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
. M, Drew—Central) [5.13]: In the first
lace T must express my appreciaiion of
e action of Mr. Colebatch in unreserv-
ily withdrawing the incorrect statement
2 had previonsly made to the effect that
large proportion of the material re-
zired for the electric power house had
sen obfained from Geriman makers. Buk
think he has to some extent spoiled his
stractation hy asserling that the mistake
as made because of the erroneous
pinion which had growm up owing fo
1e seerecy displaved by the Government.
s T showed clearly in a previous speech
1e Government maintained no secrecy in
mnection with this matter. Tt has
tready heen pointed out by me that the
all historr of the power house was
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placed before members in the reports of
the Commissioner of Railways for the
years ended 30th June, 1913 and 1914.
The contract with Merz and MeLellan
was explained, the names of all the firms
who secured contracts were given, full
details were publisbed as to the elass of
machinery which they had to supply, and
it was also stated in the report for 1914
(page 16) that the contract for switch-
gears and transformers had been let to
the Allgemaine Elektricital Gesellschaft,
but that the outbreak of war with Ger-
many automatically ecancelled the econ-
tract, In addition to that, as far hack as
31st December, 1912, information sup-
plied by the Premier appeared in the
West Australian, which, among other
things, stated—

Mr. Merz had been instructed to
proceed with the preparation of all
necessary plans and speeificalions for
a new power house eapable of pro-
viding all the current necessary for the
tramway serviee, together with the
lighting of ihe City. )

Following on this, there was published
in the TWest Australian of Tth Jannary,
1913, informaiion regarding the inten-
tions of the Government and lhe arrange-
menis entered inlo by them. On lop of
ihig, the enlire agreement was unfoided
again when the Eleetrie Lighi and Power
Bill was before the Legislature in Nov-
cmher, 1913. In view of all this, the
charge of secrecy cannot be sustained,
even with a shadow of proof. The Pre-
mier and the Commissioner of Raihways
took the publie and Parliament absolutely
into their confidence in regard to every
important detail connected with the
works, and if {here was an erroneous
publie opinion, it wag not due to any
adtion or inaetion on the part of the
Government. Xor can Mr. Calebatch
come here and gracefully plead romour
as the ground for his blunder when
the reports of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, which give the truth of the trans-
actions, were handed to him by officers of
this House last scssion and the session
before. Then again, he does not appear
to he sure that nublic ténders were called,
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and be says the answer given by the Pre-
the Legislative Assembly in
September, 1913, was not the answer
supplied 1o him by the Commissioner of
Railways. That is so. The Commis-
sioner’s reply stated that there was
nothing in the files to indicate whether
tenders had been invited in London or
elsewhere. That is a complete reply so
far as the Commissioner of Railways
was concerned. He had nothing on
kis files in reference to the matter.
It would have been strange if it had
been otherwise. All the transactions
in reference fo calling for tenders took
place in London and were recorded in
the files in the office of the Agent Gen-
eral. The Premier himself was aware
that tenders had heen called, and so gave
the Assembly the information it desired.
The agreement with Merz and MeLellan
stipulated that tenders were to be called
and made returnable to the Agent Gen-
eral’s office in London, and this was done.
Tenders were advertised in the weekly
engineering journals in England. No ad-
vantage could be gained, and only waste
of time incurred, by calling for tenders
in Western Australia. The plant eould
not be manufactured in the Common-
wealth. Apents might have tendered, but
ouly on prices obtained from manufae-
{urers in ihe Mother Country. As regards
the Tender Board, this was a transaction
outside the usnal functions of the Board,
which deals with ordinary supplies. The
plant had to be provided to the designs
and specifications of Merz and MecLellan,
and no ohject or saving would have been
gained by passing the business through
the Tender Board. Afier going carefully
through my notes, I find Mr. Colebateh’s
charges may be summarised under a few
heads. Firsily, that the term “secret con-
traet’” applies to the arrangement with
Merz & MecLellan, and what is worse
Merz & MecLellan were given a free hand,
local experts not being consulted; sec-
ondly, the cost of the works bas largely
exceeded the estimate of Merz & Me-
Lellan: and thirdly, the Government
made an arrangement with the Perth
City Counecil which will result in heavy

mier In
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loss to the Stale. [ do not know wl
Mr. Colebatch means by saying that i
arrangement with Merz and MecLell
was a secrel contract. I do not kn
whether he implies that whenever |
Government enter into any form

agreement with any individual, firm
company it should forthwith hang a co
of the agreement on the Town Hi
fronting Hay-street, for public perus
or that they should hire a bellman to
round proclaiming the countents of 1
agreement,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Or hang it on {
walls of Parliament House. ’

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Wi
the Government did in this instance w
what the Government of Vietoria d
what the Government of Indin did, a
what the city of London did; and {
Press and Parliament were fuolly
formed, as T have already stated, in :
gard to almost every feature of the affa
What the Government of YWestern Aj
tralia did was to engage the best ave
able talent in the world—so far as th
could see—to advise and direct them
connection with the installation of elect
power. And, baving so engaged su
talent, they gave it full freedom
aclion. It would be a strange course
adopt, after agreeing (o pay a firm
such repute as Merz and MeLellan lar
fees to acl as consulting engineers,
have subjected them, as Mr. Colebat
inginuates, to the control of loeal m
If we had local men who were qualified
sit in judgment on Merz & MecLell:
surely it would have been a useless ¢
pense to employ Merz & MeLellan at ¢
I'hose local men should have been seleci
to do the work if they were dani
enough to have shouldered the respon
bility.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Are Merz & N
Tiellan still going?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1A
Colebalch endeavoured to startle i
House with what he considered a fre
and alarming piece of intelligence. ]
had dragged it from its hiding pls
after a nine hours’ perusal of the fil
The discovery was this: “As far bs
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August, 1913, the railway authoriiies
cognised ibat Merz & McLellan's
timate of ecapital cost would have

be increased from £203,000 to
40,000,  But Mr. Colebateh, in his
mments, eleverly evaded the reasons for
e increase, He could easily have seen
at the estimate was exceeded, in the
st place owing to the capacity of the
ant being exceeded by one-third.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: 1 mentioned
af,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
m. member mentioned it and passed it
7. Tt should be obvious to——0

Hon. H. . Colebatch: I rise to a point
"order. Is the hon. member in order in
isrepresenting me in this fashion? |
>t only mentioned the faet (hat the
ant had been increased, but commented
1 the fact that the Premier had further
creased it; and [ ecommented to sume
tent on it.
The PRESIDENT: It is not a point
? order. 1 allow the hon. member to
and up and make that personal explana-
on.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
iid that Mr. Colebatch said so, but in
s comments he evaded the question. It
iould he obvious to even the dullest ecom-
rehension thal if a plant 15 enlarged
¢ one-third the eost must he increased
wrespondingly, or nearly so. Another
ason for the increase was that the num-
ar of ring main sub-stations was added
y and the third is the general increase
i price of all machinery belween the
me of making the estimate and the let-
ng of eontracts, Tf Mr. Colebatch had
osely followed the course of political
rentg, he would not have heen under the
acessity of devoling nine hours to an
tamination of the files to discover that
1e cstimate had been esceeded. That
et was trumpeted by the Premier iweo
:ars ago. In a speech delivered by Mr.
caddan in the Legislative Assembly on
3th November, 1913, when introducing
1e Bill for the rtification of the agree-
ient with lhe Perth City Council, he
id—

I say we have entered into this after
very careful consideration, and en the

best advice procurable, Whilst the
cost of the power station is going 1o
be greater than first estimated, it is due
to two reasons. Shortly after the esti-
mate for the erection of the power
slation was rot out, a general rise in
price of approximately 43 per cent.
took place in the old country. More-
over, the machinery necessary for the
ceonomieal and safe working of the
power slation can be supplicd only hy
a very limited number of Hvms. We
are restricted in ihe ehoice of machines
from diflerent lirmsg, with Lhe result,
of course, that when there was so much
demand for electrieal machinery and
plant 1n different parts of the world,
the prices jumped up eonsiderably, to
33 per eenf. in most cases, and af least
to 10 per eent. On the oiher hand, we
first proposed to erect a generating sta-
tion of 9,000 kilowatts, but eventually,
after considering all things, the extend-
ing of the tramways, and eleeiric light-
ing and the supplying of eurreni fur
all purposes, from Fremantle to Belle-
vue, and the possible elecirification of
the suburban railway system, we de-
cided to increase the power from 9,000
1o 12,000 kilowalts, and after it was
tlso shown that it would be wmore econ-
owieal than the plant we lad pre-
viously proposed. And then again we
have increased the size of the power
louse, the foundations of which anef
the stroacture itself will eost  about
L0000, We have increased the size
in order lhat it may take ap additicual
unit. and with that additional unit the
Station will eventually have a capacity
of 16,000 kilowatts, which it is believed
will be suflicient to supply the require-
ments of the Government for the next
25 years, including the elecirification
of the railway from Fremantle to
Northam,

In that speech the Premier stated that
the cost of the power station would he
greater than was first estimated, and that
it was due to two reasons—a A3 per cent,
rise in the price of machinery, and the
increase in the power of the generating
station from 9,000 to 12,000 kilowatts. In
addition to that, the Premier pointed
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out that the foundations would cost abont
£40,000. ‘Lhat speech pot only appeared
in Ilansard but was published in the
Press, so thai there was no secrecy. The
Premier unbosomed himself of all the in-
formation he possessed in connection witl
the «question. Mr, Colebatch may plead
that he had never read the Premier’s re-
marks either in Hanserd or in the Press.
He may not kave done so, but thal ex-
cuse will avail him litile when I say that
on 17th December, 1913, when I intro-
duced the Loan Bill for that year, I made
uge. of the following words, which are
taken from Hemsard, page 2954, for tbatl
year:—
h.u]\\ays and Tramways.~For that
servige we are asking £470,000, which
ineludes  £350,000 for the construetion
ol the eleetrie, jiower station,
1t-is clear that my words did nol fall
ug.on deat ears, fopr Air. Colebalch, who
foliowed me, said—- :
‘In-regard to the Perth trams, if is
necessaly, having gone so far, that we
should go further, hut the eleciric
power slalion means another halt a
million on. top- of the half m:lhon al-
ready exepnded..
Mr. Colebatch ddmlﬂ.f.d it was noecessary
to go 1urther, and two vears ago he was
in no way scared at the prospect of the
station ecusting lialf a million, theugh now
he professes to be staggered at the dis-
covery that (he Commissioner of Raii-
ways recogitised in 1913 that the works
would cost £350,000. ° As the Premier ex-
plaided twn vdars. ago, the size of the
plant was inereased to provide for all
probable future requirements, inelnding
the dleetrificalion of 2 portion of the rail-
ways, which must come. - The Vietorian
Government has- already decided to elee-
trify . their suburban’ railways.  Again,
the cstimate’ originally -furnished by
Merz and MclLellan dealt only with the
cons{ruetion and eguipment of the power
house and ritig mains in Perth, whereas
Mr. Colebatch,. in arriving at the total
cost, includes later figures which ecover
the Midland Junction transmission line
and sub-station, a transmission line to
Fremantle , and , other new undertakings.
Those are extensions of the main scheme

- items ,

"{0OUNGIL.]

outside of Merz: and McLellan’s origin;
estimate, and from which revenue ,wi
be derived from the sale of current oul
side Perth.. ]
~Hon. R...J. Lynn:
people.. - . i
The COLONTAL SECRETARY
Those increases will inerease the outpu
and -consequent]y reduce the eost of ger
eraling current. On- ftop of this, BT
Colebateb, to fit his argument, jumps u
another £50,000 and asserts that th
power house- alone will cost £400,000.
Hon. . P. Colebateli: | said nothin
of the kind,. L .
The  COLONIAL . . SECRETARY
Whereas the whole scheme, including th
contemplated -extensions will not eos
this amount, -while the' power hous
itself will not cost more than £295,00(
To come to -the  third count in My
Colebatch’s  indiciment, the Govern
ment made an agreement with b
Perth City Couneil which will resulb i
heavy loss to. the State. The object o
the Governmeni in . pringing in. such.
large caonsumer as the Perth Clity Coun
cil was to enable the purehase of a plan
which “wonld' permit of ecconomical prg
duetion and veduce the cost of runnin
the Perlh tramis. Also fo permit of a
aureement heing niade with the Pert
City Council fm the supply ot c.lment; t
ve Governmen! at o considerably les
price than is the case now. The aprec
ment with the Perth City Council stii
slands as one that can.be regorded as i
the hest interesis of the State. Tw
govern the “cost of productior
standing and running charges. Standin
charges remain” whatever the ontput; hu
the enpital cost per unit is reduce
rapidly with an lncmaqed output.. Al
though the cost in. the initial stages wil
exceed the. original estimate, it will fa
as the output inereases, and with the sup
port promised and anticipated the dat
is nof far off when it will be advantageou
to.snpply Perth at .75 a unit. This fac
should need no emphasising when. 1 stat
that it costs only .33 to produce the eu:
rent, not taking the standing charges int
aceount. But we must not overlook th
eircumstance that the agreement with th

B_‘,j . rd'bbing" obhe
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city of Perth, by which we get our light-
ing at 1'%d. a unit as apainst 214d. a
unit, which we pay now, will mean a
great saving to the State. The Govern-
ment at present take 18 per cent. of the
current produced by the Perth City
Council and they are paying for it at the
rate of 213d, a unit. That will mean a
substantial saving to the State.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Will not the Govern-
ment supply itself?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
and it is just as well that T should ex-
pain that. The Perth City Council has
the right to supply within a five-mile
radius of the Perth Town Hall,

Hon. J. P. Cullen: That is a bad bar-
gain. )
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Those rights were conferred by Pariia-
ment years ago, and I d¢ not think the
hon. gentleman would want io assist in
repudiating that position. Mr Colebatch
condemns the agreement between the Gov-
ernment and the eouneil as an unbusiness-
like proposal.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: I did nothmg
of the kind.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member used words which were con-
siderably stronger.

Hon, W. Kingsmili:
enthusiastic about it.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: The agreement
would have been all right if the Govern-
ment had got what they expected to get.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Colebaich told us it is for 50 years. To
use his own words, he said—"that the
Government have to sell at the eost of
produetion, but, fortunately for the coun-
eil, and unfortunately for the Govern-
ment, a proviso was put in that in no
case should the eost to the city counecil
exceed .75d.” 1t is hardly likely that the
city couneil, or anyong else, would agree
to purchase gn ‘article the price of which
could be ‘increased at the whim of the
seller. But if this agreement is such a
bad one for the State, if a gross blunder
was committed in making the stipulations
to which he now objects, how is it Mr.
Colebateh did not deteet the blunder at
ihe proper time and p]acef The aBteé-

He was not very
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ment with Lhe city eouncil was submitted
to Parliament for ratifieatior. It was
given in the schedule to the Electrie Light
and Power Agreement Act, 1913. It was
mven in that sehedule clause for elause,
line for line, and word for word; and if
there was anything objectionable in the
agreement—anything opposed to the in-
terests of the State—it was Mr. Cole-
batehs duly to have pointed it out then,
and net now, when it is too late.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: How did 1 know
that current was geing to cost twice as
much to produce?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
points I am dealing with now are points
which-are eontained in the agreement and
have nothing to do with the price of cur-
rent.

Hon. A. G.
pended on that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
attack of Mr. Colebateh indicated that it
was a most unbusinesslike agreement.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: Nothing of the
kind,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
any one is to blame now, Mr. Colebatch
must share in that blame. Evidently he
saw nothing wrong in it, for he helped to
ratify it, and now, after a lapse of two
years, he starts picking it to pieces. 1t
may be worth recording here that this
agreement with the city council receivedl
the generous support of the leader of the
Opposition. When the Bill was before
the Legislative Assembly Mr. Wilson on
the 2Sth November, 1913, according to
Hansard, vol. 3 of 1913, page 310685, said:

The Government and the corporationr
have agreed together t{o have these
works established; the Government are
to find the money and establish the
works and the eorporation are to serap
their own works which they are operat-
ing at the present time. They have to un-

dertake, I should imagine by Clause 2

of the agreement, to take from the Gov-

ernment 2,500 kilowatts, the cost price
is to be ssecertained, and the council
are to pay that cost price to the Gov-
crument. To that extent they become
practieally joint owners of this power
station, T do not see that we can take

Jenkins: FEvervthing de-
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very much exception to an agreement
of that sort. It will benefit the people
of Perth and it must lighten the cost
to the Government, who are the largest
consuners, as representing the people

of the State. If it were not s¢ one

might take exception, but seeing that

we require 50 mueh electric current for
our railways and workshops and for
other public institufions, it seems io
me that we should endorse the arrange-
ment from the point of view of the
Government and the city couneil.

Those were the views of the leader of the
Opposition in 1913; and even if he has
changed his views since—and I am nob
aware that he has—he would be the last
man, if 1 know him aright, o throw (he
blame on the Government for an act in
which he jartieipated. There arc other
statenients made by Mr. Colebateh which
are equally open to attack. The asser-
tion that the 40-eycle system necessitates
alterations to the existing applianees
throughout the metropolitan area is in-
correct. The question of periodicity does
not altecl the consumers, as their motors
are all new due to the ehange from the
direet to the alternating current. Baul
the other points tonched on are so petty
as not to eall for serious aftention. My
endcavour has been to show that there has
been absolulely no secrecy in regard lo
the contracl with Merz & MeLellan, ihat,
as a matter of faet, it was proclaimed
from the housetops. And T have also at-
tempted to prove that the agreement with
the city couneil was a wise one from
the standpoint of this State, and that if
it was not a wise one Mr. Colebateh can-
not disclaim responsibility because he per-
mitted it to pass through this House with-
out raising his voice in opposition. I
have shown there were good reasons for
the increase in the cost of the plant, that
those reasons were stated publicly two
years ago and that Mr. Colebateh’s at-
templed exposure is not only belated but
that his piece of sensailonalism is ex-
tremely stale.

On motion by Hon. J. F. Allen, debate
adjourned.

[COUNCIL.]

BIiLL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT,
In Commitiee,

Resumed from the 14th Oectober; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

[Hon. J. F. Cullen had moved that
the following be inserted to stand as a
new clause:—“Any seftler or other per-
son, who has given to the board a mort-
gage or bill of sale under this Act, shall,
at any time, on tendering to the board
the full amount of balance due, with in-
teresl and ecosts, receive from the board
a full disecharge of such mortgage or hill
of sale.”] .

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
not only oppose the proposed new clanse
but intend to niove to amend the section
in the original Act in a directly opposite
form. The proposed new clause would be
dangerous. Section 15 of the Act states—

Notwithstanding any provision of
the T.and Act, 1898, the Transfer of

Land Aect, 1893, or any other Aect or

law to the contrary, the interest on all

advances made under this Part of this

Act, and also the principal of all ad-

vances made under this Act for the

purposes mentioned in paragraphs (a)

and (b} of section nine shall be, and

nufil fully paid shall remain, a first
charge in priorily to all other encum-
brances—{a) upon all lands held by
the applicant for agricultural, farm-
ing, or grazing purposes, and owned
by the applicani, and all such lands
held by him under contract for the
purchase thereof, or under eonditional
purchase or other lease, or as a home-
stead farm, at the time when such ad-
vanee was made, or the commodity in
respect of which such advance is
deemed to have been made was sup-
plied, under this Act; and (b) upon
all erops to be sown in or grown upen
such lands and the produce thereof;
and (¢) upon all implements, live
stock, and the progeny thereof, and
other chattels supplied to the applicant
under this Aet,

That is the seeurity which the Govern-

ment take in return for supplying ap-

plicants on ecredit with seed wheat or
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other cereals, ferlilisers, hay, chaff, im-
plements, inachinery. live stock, flour, and
ollier commodities, and making advances
to enable settlers to pay for the agist-
ment of live stoek and stud fees. The
Government take a mortgage for what
they diveclly advance, and are protected
to the extent of that mortgage. YWhat the
hon. member desires is that, as soon as
the Government are paid, they should
telense the security. The Act provides
that the Government shail take control
and distribute the surpluas to the mer-
chants, storekeepoers and others. If the
amendment s carried, the Government
will be able to recover the amount owing
to them and, instead of the surplus being
distributed, it will be handed over to the
farmer to do what he likes with it.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How long are the
Government to remain the guardians for
these men? Is there never to be a dis-
charge?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Un-
der the new eclanze there would be no
proteclion for the storekeepers and other
creditors. The Government desire to pro-
tect the whole of them. They will pay
themselves first and distribute the bal-
ance.

Hon. J. . Cullen: For how long?

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: The
third schedule slipulates the various
items and the Government will distribute
on that basis.

Hon. .J. F. Cullen: For how long; to
all eferniiv?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: So
long as the farmer owes money which
comes under the schedule.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He always owes
money.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: He is contracting
fresh obligations every vear of his life.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Sec-
tion 21 states—

Any sarplus of the proeeeds of the
assigned crops and other securities of
an applicant in the hands of the Col-
onial Treasurer affer satisfaction of
the interest on advanees made under
this Part of this Aet, and also the
principal of the advaneces made under
this Act, for the purposes mentioned
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in paragraphs (a) and {b) of Section

nineg, may, in the diseretion of the Col-

onial Treasurer, he applied in or to-
wards the discharge of the other debts
and obligalions of the applicant in the
order set out in the Third Schedule to
this Aet, or in such other order as may
from iime to time be prescribed by
regulalions under this Aect.

There is the direction of Parliameni as

to what =hall be done.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: When you have
paid vourselves and distributed the sur-
plus, yvou should discharge the morigage.

The (OLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is correet, and I have an amendment to
cover that. A farmer might owe the Gov-
ernment £200 and other ereditors £800,
and if the new clause were passed he
could pay the Government the £200, take
his title deeds and snap his fingers at the
nther creditors.

Hon. J. J. Holines: You do not dis-
charge the mortgage until he distributes
the balance?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
until he discharges all his obligations.

Houn. J. F. CULLEN: The Minister
has spoken with a very partial knowledge
of the position. According to him,
Eeyvptian bondage would be nothing ie
what the unfortunate borrowers from the
Crown will be saddled with, He does not
say that they will ever be released.

The Colonial Secrefary: Yes, when
they pay their debtz set forth in the
sehedule.

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN: The Minister is
getiing more and more bogged. How
many vears do the Government pro-

pose to act as guardians for the settlers’
creditors?  Aeccording to the Minister
there is to be no end to it. A horrower
might quickly discharge his obligations
out of one erop.  The board will.have con-
trol of the crop and if there is enongh to
pay the Government and some over, the
surplus is to be distributed. If the Gov-
ernment are not paid out of the first
erop, the Act gives them power to draw
on the second crop, and if there is then
anything over the Government are di-
reeted by the Act how to distribuie the
surplus. The borrower, however, would
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like to know when he can get his dis-
charge if he is ready to pay the Govern-
ment, According to the Colonial Secre-
tary he might never get it. Other credi-
tors could at any time come on the far-
mer who has borrowed from tbe Govern-
ment fo Tecover what he owes them. If
there are sufficient assets, any creditor
can come in, pay off the Government and
realise on the rest. The Government at
present are not protecting the other eredi-
tors at all. All they have pledged them-
selves under the Act to do is, that of the
things which come inte their hands, they
will distribute the suarplus in a certain
way.
ereditor chose he could pay the Govern-
ment, sue the borrower and take all he
had. The Government cannot protect the
other creditors.

The Colonial
has done so.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: No; the Act does
not do s0. The Aect simply provides that
of the proceeds of crops coming to the
hands of the board under that measure
the board will take only what is due to
the Government for the Gtovernment, and
distribute the balance to the other credi-
tors. 1t presnpposes that, when the Gov-
ernment are paid, they will not go on and
take the farmer’s next erop and distri-
bute the proceeds of that amongst the
ereditors. That was never intended. It
would be a monstrous law that a bor-
rower, having once ¢ome under the Crown
and become a kind of slave to the State,
could never claim deliverance unless he
conld prove that he did not owe anybody
a shilling, How many people in this
State fo-day eould say that they owe no-
thing? People are always owing. Busi-
ness is largely done on credit. Does the
Minister wish to provide by this measure
a perpetudl slavery to the Crown? The
Minister's reference to Section 15 was
beyond the question; the basis of his
argument is Section 21. T.et us pass the
new clause and leave other creditors to
the redress which every creditor has
against a debtor. My amendment is com-
mon law and common honesiy.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
carr¥ing of the amendment wounld amount

Seeretary: Parliament

Tiven while that prevails, if any’

[COUNCIL.]

to a gross breach of faith with the mer-
chants aund storekeepers who stood to the
settlers, TUnder the existing law the Gov-
ernment can take a settler’s crop and pay
themselevs out of the proceeds, and then
distribute the surplus among the different
grades of creditors. Some settlers come
along now to the Government, saying,
“We owe vou £200; we want to pay that
off and get rid of the mortgage.” It was
intended that some protection should be
given to storekeepers and merchants who
have been carrying the settlers so long.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Section 21 was
inserted in the principal Aet for the pro-
tection and benefit of the farmers; not in
any way for the protection of the Gov-
ernment. That provision was enacted at
the request of the farmers themselves, in
order to save them from absolate ruin,
Certain storekeepers and others to whom
farmers owed money were threatening to
proceed and obtain judgment and sell up
the farmers lock, stock, and barrel. The
(Government, by agreements which were
not legal, agreed to take the proceeds of
crops and pay themselves and distribute
the surplus among the creditors. Those
agreements were not binding, and Sec-
tion 21 was inserted in the Aet in order
to make them lawful. That was done for
the benefit of the farmer; not for the
benefit of the Goevronment at all. The
passing of the amendment means that
the farmer, if so disposed, can pay off
the Government and then snap his fingers
at lhe rest of bis creditors.  Possibly
there may be some means of overcoming
that difficulty by inserting other words in
the proposed new clause, but to pass that
new clause in its present form simply
means what the Colonial Seeretary has
stated. T am sure the Committee daes not
want such a position to be created. I
quite agree that the farmer should not be
put in eternal bondage, but Mr. Cullen’s
amendment would have the effeet of ve-
leasing the farmer from paying anybody
but the Governnient. Under the new
clanse a former might, immediately after
paying off the Governmenf. dispose of
his land and let the other ecreditors
whistle for their money. There may be



(19 Ocroper, 1915.]

an opportunity of reviewing the position
between now and half-past seven,

Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30 p.m.
[The President reswmed the Chair.}

Progress rveported.

ABSENT TO BILLS,
Message frow the (overnor received
and read notifvine aszent to the Follow-
ing Bills:—
1, I’ermanent Reserve.
. 2, Grain and Foodstuit.

3, Governmenmt FEleciric  Works et
Amendment.
BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT

AMENDMENT,
Keeond Reading.

Pebate resumed from the 14th Oelober.

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY (East) [7.33]:
I sugrest that wmembers should consider
those who for some vears past have been
gonlribuling their fair share to the main-
tenance of this fence, and nol allow them
to et inlo the unhappy posilion in whielt
other settlers lave tound themselves as
the result of too much power placed in
the ‘honds of a Minister. The whole posi-
tion i+ a most unfortunate one. The
settlers in the (fascovne district entered
into an arrangement to hove the fence
erecled for ihe purpese of preventing the
rabbits from spreading aeross their ferri-
toy. In doing this they undertook some-
thing whbich might reasonably have heen
undertnken by the Siate itself, TIn all
goorl faiil they engaged to keep the
fence in a proper state of repair. How-
ever. while some have managed to fulfil
their obligation, others, through unfore-
seen diffienlties over which-they have no
control, have been unable to continue
their payments. From what I ean vnder-
stand, the Minister responsible is anxious
to obtain definite control over those men
and their properties. I fear that if we
give the power into the hands of the
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present or any future Minister, undue
stress may be put upon ihose men. We
have seen dilficulties placed on certain
men in our agricultural areas by a Min-
ister, and we have also seen powers un-
fortunately exercised by Ministers in
respect fo pastoral oreas. I have in mind
several insiances of extreme hardship im-
rosed on deserving men through too rigid
a departmental administration in times
of dilfientty aned strese, I ain in favour
of the amendment suggested by Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom. TFrom all 1 can gather
T undersiand it will enable the (fovern-
ment fo collect sufficient monev 1o recoup
themselves in respeet 1o the fence, and
that by an amieable arrangement 1the
futare maintenance ot the fence can be
provided for. I understand that (he rate
contemplated in the proposed amendment
is quite sufficienl lo cover the liahilities,

whereas the rate desired by (he Govern-

ment will spell diznster to some of the
seftlers, men who arve deserving of the
utmost eonsideralion. T am =nre the
House does not desire to harass those
settlers who are doing good work. as well
for the henefit of the eouniry as of them-
selves. T hope 1he Uovernment will be
ahle {0 make a satisfaclory arvangement
witlt these setilers. T sapport the seennd
reading.

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
€. M. Drew—(Central—mn reply) [7.43]:
T desire to zive members clearly 1o under-
stand thalt the amendment propes<ed to
he made to this Bill will not he accepted,
that if the amendment is earried ihe Bill
will be lost. as it was last year. Not only
is there no Justifieation for (he amend-
ment, but i will bave a disasirous Lend-
ency,

The PRESIDENT : There is no amend-
nent before the House.

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY: Sir
Edward Wittenoom stated that he would
nmove an amendment.

The PRESINENT: He proposes to
move an amendment in Commitiee,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
whole discussion has been on the pro-
posed amendment. That  proposed
amendment constitutes an interference
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with the securifies of the Government for
the repayment of a loan advanced for
the erection of the fence, and is totally
opposed to principles which this House
is never tired of professing. The facts
are these: A previous (Government, at the
request of the Gascoyne pastoralists, lent
them over £60,000 to erect a rabbit-proof
fence. One of the conditions of the loan
was lhai, in aceordance with the Aect of
1909, they should rate themselves at a
sulficiently high fignre to pay 3 per eent.
interest and discharge the prineipal in
forty half-yearly insialmeénis. That
meant £6,600 a vear. £3,300 principal and

£3,300 interest. They agreed io fhose
 terms, If they had not agreed, they
would never have got the money. Those
pastoralists formed themselves into a
board, as they were required to do under
the Aet, and they struck a rate which
they deemed sufficient to meet interest,
principal and the cost of maintenance.
The Government did not strike the rate.
The very men who obiained the loan
from the Government siruck the rate.
That rate was 2s, per hundred acres.
Owing io a drought these people conld
not pay their rates, and the position has
arisen that the Government have had to
take over conirol. Now, when the Gov-
ernment have decided to take over, they
are heing threatened—as happened last
yvear when a validating Bill was intro-
duced—with an attempt to prevent them
from rating, if they think fil, on the very
same hasis as the borrowers of the money
considered was fair and reasonable.
There is, to be exact, £67,737 owing at
the present time; and the present Govern-
ment extended the period of repavment
from 20 to 30 years. That was a big
concession. But even on that basis the
repavment of principal will amount to
£2,257 a yvear, and the interest o £3,380
—to say nothing of the arrears. That
means that £5,643 a year has to he paid.
A rate based on 1s. per hundred aeres
wil not meet this Jiability. There are
834 million aeres of ratable land.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do vou sayv there
is interest to the amount of £3,300?

[COUNCIL.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was the first year. .

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tt is inecreasing
every year.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
principal amounts to £2,257 a year, and
the interest to £3,380,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: For the first vear,
reducible by about £200 a year for every
vear afferwards,

The COLONJAL SECRETARY: The
prineinal is reduced, but for a fairly laree
number of vears to come it will be in the
neighbourhood of £3,380. That amounts
to £3,643 a year. On a basis of 1s, per
100 aeres, that wounld vield only £1,375,
whereas the amount to be mel is £3,643.
That leaves a deficiency of £1,268. To
this has to be added the cost of admin-
istralion, If maintenance be inc¢laded,
the shortage would, of course, be eonsid-
erably more. But assuming that the fen«e
is abandoned, the shilling rate would fail
far short of enabling the board to meet
ihe interest and principal due to the Gov-
ermnent. 1f the Government had held
the pastoralists to their onginal agree-

‘jaent, that is to repay the principal in 40

half-yearly instalments, the amonat neces-
sary to be raised annually would bs
£6,600, nearly £7,000 a year, But the
Government showed their consideration
for the postoralists by giving them 30
years in which to pay their debt. Aj-
parently they are not satisfied with this
anl are endeavouring to get out of their
responsibilities with the assistance of this
House. The pastoralists of Gascoyne
never weary of telling us they do not
want to repudiate their obligations Aec-
tions, however, speak louder than words,
and when we see two of their Parliamen-
tary representatives in this House intent
on passing an amendment which they
know from past experience will destroy
this Bill, we must accept their assurances
with & great deal of caution. Mr. Cullen
expressed a desire to assist in profecting
the interests of the pastoralists. One
would think the pastoralists were about
to be robbed. One would not eonclude
that the object of this Bill was to prevent
those gentlemen from availing themselves
of technicalilies to escape paying the
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State the money which is its due. This
is not Sir Edward Witiéncom’s mounev.
not Mr. Holmes’ money, not Mr. Cullen’s
money, not money belonging to the mem-
hers of the (iovernment, but the money of
the taxpayers of this State. The action
of the Parliamentary representatives of
these distriels strongly indicates that all
they desire is to get rid of the responsi-
bilities of the (ascoyne pastoralisis, and
that they will do so if the opportunity is
afforded to them.
Hon. F. Connor:
reneral statement.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: |
um judging these people by their remarks,
and the aelion of their Parliamentary
representatives, [ have given ligures to
show

That is a pretty

Hon. F. Connor: That is a reflection
on the members representing the northern
provinees. 1 want the hon. gentleman 1o
withdraw that statement. He says (hat
the Parliameniary representatives of the
North are trying to get the pastoralis's
of the Gascoyne area out of their respon-
sibilities. I say that it is not right. T

ask thal the stalement should be with-
drawn,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:

What | said was that actions speak louder
than words.

The PRESIDENT: If ihe hon. gen-
tlenan said that, no doubt he will with-
draw.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Cer-
tainly [ withdraw the remark. Anyone
would think that we were trying to do
something whiech would unjustly deprive
those pastoralists of what they had a right
to, and would not conclude that the object
of the measure was to remove techni-
calities fo enable the Government to se-
cure money which is the property of the
taxpayers of the State. The money
is not Sir Edward Wittenoom’s money,
it is not Mr. Holmes' money, it is not Mr.
Cullen’s money, neither does it belong fo
the Government, but it is money belong-
ing to the taxpavers of Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon, J, J. Holmes: The ounly thing
the pastoralists ohject to is to the Gov-
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ernment repairing their fénce and charg-
ing them for the repairs.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: We
have taken over the fenee. It is, there-
fore, necessary to repair it and waintain
it. The reduction of the rate so that the
moneys raised would be insufficient to
meet interest and prineipal must affect
the securities of the Government. But
the abandonment of mainienance, to which
Mr. Holmes referred, would have a very
muell worse effeet in that direclion. The
present pastoral leases expire in 1928,
13 yvears lience, and the fence at that date
should be in a rabbit-proof condition,
s0 that If new lessees come in they would
derive some henefit from the tax which
would be tmposed on them. If the fence
is abandoned now, the Government in
1628 conld not justly tax incoming les-
sees for something which had no actnal
cxistenece, tor something which had ceased
to be of any use, The only proper course
for this House to adopt, I contend, is to
pass the Bill as it stands. Any other
course will savour of an attempt to pre-
vent the Government from recovering a
Just debt, And it munst not be forpotten
that the Treasory will not be able to get
back a single sixpence unless 1his Bill be-
comes law. Let the Legislative Couneil
trust the Government in this matter. 1
think it can be shown, despite the remarks
ot Mr. Hamersley, that in our dealings
with the necessitons we have never heen
gullty of oppression. The Government
resent any attempt to bring pressure o
hear upon Parliament to prevent them
from proeuring repayments of this loan.
It cannot Ve charged against the Minis-
try since we accepted office that it has
ever persecuted stroggling settlers, If
they have shown any fault it has been
on the side of clemency. I would, there-
fore, urge the House to pass the Bill as
it stands. The cases for generous consid-
eration can then be submiited by the Par-
liamentary representafives of the Gas-
coyne district. The Government are
threatened with an attempt on the part
of members to pass retrospective legisla-
rion to amend the Aet which has been in
existence for six vears, and te so amend
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it .85 to.destroy the securities of the Gov-
ernment to the extent of £66,000.

Questlon put and passed,
Blll read a second time.

IS

MOIIQN—COMMONWEALTH CON-
- STITJTION REFERENDUMS.
. :Debate resumed from the 13th Getober
o thotion by Hon. J. F. Collen—*“That,
as it 1s now ‘practically certain that war
condilions will eontiniie beyond tbe date
intedded fof the referendums on altera-
tion to the Commonwealth Constitntion,
and that a large proportion of the man-
hood of the Commonwealth who are ful-
filling the bighest patriotic duly in de-
fenge of the Empire will be disfranchised
in conseguence, this House is of opinion
that the Government of this State shonld
urge the. Commonwealth’ Gmernmeni: to
pospend the referendums ”

Hon. J. F. C'U'LLEN (Snuth-.East—
in reply) (7551 1 am. sorry my
voice ‘hécause of ‘a  eold . will not

stand 1o me for ‘a proper reply to the
Coloninl Secretary. 1 desire to say a few
words, however.  The Colonial Secre-
lary’s, reply may be summed up in two
sla!emeuis, that the motion comes too
Jate, sceing fhat the Federal Government
havc made all the arrangements for lhe
reférendums. and secondlv for the Gov-
ernment of (his State .o intérvene by
making represeutations lo the TFederal
Govermment would “be an_intrusion info
the domam of fhe Federal Government.
The ﬁrsf ohjeclion would have been less-
ened a good deal if he had replied to me
at - onee, whei. my. resolution was moved.
Time is the essence of the husiness, and
if the "Colonial. Seeretary had mphed
straight ‘away much time would have been
saved. Buf there are yet two months to
the date of fhe referendums, and on a
vital matter of. this sort 1. do think the
Colomnl Secreta,ry and his colleagues
might have fallen in with the saggestion.
Two months _would have been ample for
vapresentations, from this Government fo
the Federal Government, and if they had
been effective and had brought about -the

Federal Government.

* [COUNCIL.]

delay of the referendums, at least to the
limit of the time allowed by the Refer-
enda Aet; that would have ecarrjed ‘the
date into March, after the harvest hLad
been completed. There is vo need to de-
lay the House by labouring that point.
The olher objeclion, that this is an intru-
sion, is based on an utter misconception
of the relationship between this Parlia-
ment and the Federal Parliament. It
would have been no intrusion at all. It
would have been entirely within the Con-
stitutional rvights of the Government, as
representing the State of Weslern Aus-
tralia to approach the Federal Govern-
menil with representations and petitions.
It wonld have been a Constitulional
right. 1 would just like to remind the
Colonial Secrelary that a few years ago
this" question of intrusion actually did
arise- in connection with -lhe Federal Par-
liament itself: The Federal 1Parliament,
with tlie support of the Ministers
af the day, ecarried a resolution ex-
pressing - strongly an opinion on- a
burning” qguestion, before ihe Imperial

Parliamenl. That was an intrusion
and the - Tederal Government trans-
mitted tlhal resolution, an absolute

intrusion, simee there is no possible rela-
tionship between the Commonwealth Par-
liament and the Imperial Parliament that
would jusiify such an action. But the
relationship of Lhis State to the Common-
wealth Pavliament is entirely different.
There is a Sinte house in the Federal
Conslitution, not representing individual
voters hut a ITouse to represent ihe
States as Stales, and to preserve lheir
sovereign tighls and siatus. Tt would be
a perfectly justifiable thing for this Par-
liament,- through the (roverpment, as re-

presanfing the Stale of Western Auns-

to make representations to the
Hoving dealt with
the constitutional aspect, T want in a few

tralia,

words to impress tbis House with the

gravity of the situation. This Parliament
represents the State of Western Austra-

lia, and cannot shake off its share
of responsibility for the action of
the Federal Government in rushing

the reference to the people at this
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juncture. What is the position of
affairs? At least 140,000 of the voters
are away from home on the great duty of
defending the Ewpire and helping to des-
troy tyranny and barbarism. Probably by
the date of the referendums, the nnmber
will be inereased to 200,000, and these will
be picked voters of the Commonwealth,
They have gone away rejoicing in a Con-
stitution which is (he finest and the freest
and the very latest in the world, and be-
fore they come back, and while their
backs are turned, there is a conspiracy to
alier that Constitution. 1 say conspiraey
advisedly. A power outside the Fed-
cral Parliament las gone to Min-
isters and said. “Here is your chance;
a great number of the people who do not
helieve in us are away. Now is the time.”
They bring such pressure as Ministers
themselves have admitted that the Fed-
eral Government join in the eonspiracy
to act behind the back of the 200,000
who are away. That is not all. These
outside “wire-pullers” say to Ministers,
“Hold it during harvest time. There will
be nearly as many voters disfranchised,
and they are our enemies. The people on
the land have no fime for ws and our
pottering with the Constitution. So get
hehind their backs too.”  Furthermore,
postal voting has been abolished, and
some 70,000 to 80,000 people will be dis-
franchised, all being distant from the
polls. And they too are the enemies of
those in power. Therefore rush on this
referendum and get it through. The
position is this: The Federal Govern-
ment are taking advantage of the absence
of 200,000 men who are fighiing the Em-
pire’s battles, and of the busiest moment
in the life of the primary producers of
the couniry, a time when they eannot
leave the vital work of their life to pro-
vide sustenance for thase at the war. And
the Federal anthorities are rushing on the
réferendum in the hope of thus dishon-
ourably snatching a victory, Surelv the
position is unworthy. If ever extraor-
dinary action could be justified if is in
view of such a position.

of this State that is.involved, and we do
not care”” We have already sacrificed

Yet our Gov-
etnment say,."Oh,.no; it is only fhe life.
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our savings hank to please our brother
labourites of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. We bhave sacrificed the in-
terests of onr own State to please
our fellow politicians in the Com-
monwealth, and now it is only our State.
A little while ago all those Ministers
were States rights men, When the first
proposal to potter with the Constitution
with a view of taking away the power of
the States and exalling the Common-
wealth was launched, all these Ministers
were against it, and some of them had
the courage to speak out in the teeth of

party  feeling. What has changed
them?  Something has changed them.
They have now made up their minds to
let the very life of this State be
wrested from it. They know that by
frittering away the necessary powers
of the BState we shall he foreed

inla wvnification. They have openly said

s0. Take away the essential power of
State Government and the State will be
impotent and we shatl be foreed into one
nnified Government. Is it conceivable-
that any democratic mind should contem-
plate the Government of Ausiralia from

a little point on the Eastern seaboard?
Such a coneentration of the idea that de-
maocracy is always fighting, ihe ceniral-
ising idea that democracy needs to do
hatile with, and we have Ministers say-
ing already, “We are content for our
State to be wiped out, and for all the
States to be merged under a unified Gov-
ernment. This is not the time to point
out how ecompletely such an-attempt must
break down as time goes on. But Minis-
ters say, “It will be an intrusion to
approach the Federal authority on the
matter. We have already intruded into
Tmperial questions, but we dare not say
a word io our fellow labourisis at the
head of the Federal Government.” If
the Government .will not do this it
is vain to pass this mofion -in. this
House, and prebably the best -thing
now will be.to. withdraw it. But I will
take the opportunity. of saying that . the
confusion, the bitterness, the imternecine
strife..that must _core during the néxt
SiX or elght weeks must be on the shonl-
ders of the Commonwealth Government,
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and must be shared somewhat Ly their
confreres the Labour (fovernmenis of the
States. I may be permitted to read a
few lines from a paper that 1 do nol
admive under ils present regime, but still
it seems to declare exactly the position.
The Times, the old Thunderer, I will ad-
mit descends to bathos somelimes. 1i is
altered eutfirely under its new eontrol, hut
this is how it refers to the approaching
referendum—

Undoubtedly, if the Labour propos-
als are forced, Australia will be plunged
into a violent contest, and the stream of
abuse, innuendo, and reeriminafion
which has already thooded the House
of Representalives will overflow the
whole of Australin, Meanwhile, in the
trenches at Gallipoli, Australinns will
be lighting for freedom nnder an alien
sky. The contest may not seem as
strange to the Australian leaders as it
does to uvs, but is it worth while?

Can  we, respounsible ecitizeus, contem-
plate calmly the breuking of the power of
the State to exalt the Commonwealth? 1
lold that every true citizen of the State
will be up in arms and will do his utmost
to deelare an emphatic “No,” hecause the
referendum is untimely and because it is
dangerous to the State. With the per
mission of the House T desire to withdraw
the molion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

MOTION—TPUBLIC WORKS, AUTH-
ORISATION BY PARLIAMENT.

Debate resumed from the 14tk Octo-
her on metion by Hon. J. F. Cullen, “1,
That, in the opinion of this Monse, the
Government should introduce legislation
to provide that no publie work, undertak-
ing, purchase, or addition to a publie
work (except as authorised by the Rail-
way Aect), the estimated cost of complet-
ing which exceeds £20,000, shall be com-
menced unless sanctioned by Parliament.
2, That the foregoing resolution be com-
municated 1o His Excelleney the Gover-
nor.”

Hon. W, KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[812]: Tt is not my intention te deal

[COUNCIL.]

Tully with this wmotion, becanse to do so
would fake up a great deal too much time,
I propose, therefore, to touch only on
ane or two salient points which have sug-
gested themselves to my mind. The first
thing is that it is a very significont fea-
ture, a porlentions fealure of the times,
of what is taking place in these days,
that it should he thought necessary by
anv hon. member to propose sueh a mo-
tion, Tu propose, in short, that the Gov-
ernmeat should pass legislation fo pre-
vent  unauthorised expenditure—seeing
thal Patliampentary legislaiton and the
whole syslem of responsible Government
vinls to nothing else but the aveidance
of unauiborised expenditure; that it
should be necessary for a private member
{o bring forward a motion to this effeet
is, as | have already said, is a very signi-
licant sign of the times, It 15 a pity
that it wns not brought forward before.
But then, again, when [ think that, T am
met by the conclusion T am forced to
draw, that even if it had been hrought
forward before, even if  legislation be
mtroduced now, (here is nothing to pre-
vent a Government, such as the present
Covernment, Houting legislalion as tlis
I'resent Government has been in the habit
ol doing, and to treat the voice of Par-
iilament as this present Government has
been in the habit of doing as a thing of
naught, So T do not know whether, if
this motion is passed, it will be very
effective. At all events, whether it 18
effeelive  or nof, seeing the prineciple
which underlies the motion, I, for one,
must wndoubledly support it. 1 do not
know whether any hon. member has ever
been in ibe babit of doing any kangaroo-
ing. T will connect my remarks presently
with the subject under diseussion. IF
they have been in the habit of doing any
kangarooing, they will be aware that when
what is known as the old-man kangaroo
comes to bay, he is very often an ex-
tremely nasty customer to tackle, and
those who undertake the job of killing
hin oflen arm themselves with two wea-
puns, ohe to hold out to the animal which
he promptly gets hold of thereby leaving
his head open to attack with the other.
1 am regarding, for the moment, the hon.
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the leader of the House as the old-man
kangarve brought to bay, The hon. Mr.
Cullen ireld out a stick to bim and the
eagerness with which the old-man kai-
garoo, 1 mean the leader of the Ilouse,
grasped that stick, will, T suppose when
Mr, Cullen replies, be only equalled by
the celerity with which Mr. Cullen will
bit lim over the head wiith the stiek,
whieh, it if is not in his possession, I have
pleasure in handing fo him. The hon.
gentleman held out the stick—and a rol-
ten stick it was-—nf the bearing of a pub-
lie works eommittee on the subject under
discussion. Of course a public works
conunittee has nothing to do with the
subject under discussion because, while 1
plead guilty to having in the past sup-
ported that preposal, even in the wildest
dreaws of those who supported it, il was
never contemplated that the approval by
a public works commitiee of an expendi-
ture would mean the setting aside of the
opinien of Parliament. Subject to the
adviee of a public works committee, fhe
approval of Parliament had to be seught
for any work, so this stick which
was held out by Mr. Cullen is only
a stick, but the eagerness with which the
leader of the House grasped it as a way
out of the very awkward position in which
he was placed by Mr, Culien, and the
innumerable instances which he did bring
or could have brought forward, reminds
us of the sport of kangarooing. Mr. Cul-
len had some qualms of conzcience when
he spoke of the IPublic Works Commiitee
Bill being rejected by this House which
I do not share with him beecause, on each
oceasion when that measure has been
brought before this House, I have sup-
ported it and done my best to get it
passed. In my opinion it is a good mea-
sure, but T know that a majority of hon.
members in this House think otherwise.
Still, T am quite of opinion with the
Colonial Secretary that a publie works
committee would be a good thing and
mighi possibly act as some check on the
wild career of the gentlemen who occupy
the Treasury bench if it were bronght
into effect, but I doubt it. With regard
to the instances of unauthorised expendi-
ture, let me say at once that those in-
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stances, rare in the past, src becoming
day by day more common. The leader ot
the House gave one instance which was
committed by a former Government, that
instance hewng the purchase of the Moola
Bulla cuttle station. Jt is a very old say-
ing and oue worlhy to be helieved, that
two wrongs do not make a right, and if
a former Government did err in purchas-
ing thal caitle stution it was no exense
for the present Government to indulge
in the series of these errors which have

been committed in late years. In-
stances  of unauthorised expenditure
I liave not taken the {rouble to

look up. T do not propose to go further
than one ur lwo mentioned by Mr. Cullen
and the leader of the House. Amongst
others, 1t surprised me to the highest
possible degree to hear the Colonial See-
retary cven dare 1o allude to the instance
of the Bell and MecArdle contract. Does
the hon. inember forgei that in addition
to unauthorised expenditure in that case.
his Government have been guilty of dis-
obeying the order of this House. An
order was made by this House for papers
relating to that eontract to he laid upon
the Table, and those papers have never
been laid on the Table from that day to
this.

The Colonial Secretary: What papers?

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: The papers
relating to the Rell and McArdle con-
tract. That is a verv serious statement.
The hon. gentleman had forgotten that
fact or I tbink he would not have men-
tioned that partieular contraet. That
contract was more celebrated than any-
thing else for the extremely irregular
method in which it was adopted and (he
probability which was pointed ount in the
course of the debate and which was not
refuted, as it miglt Lave been had the
papers been tabled, that the contractors
had means of communicating with one
another before the final price was fixed.
Now let us turn as an example of un-
authorised expenditure to the State
steamships. The State steamships I pro-
pose to divide into two sections. Let ns
call them past and present, The past
State steamships. the “Western Aus-
(ralia”—goodness knows she is past any-
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thing—the “Kwinana,” the “Eucla,” and
the “Una,” were bought, I understand,

without the sanction of Parliament, out
of & vote which was known as the Trea-
surer’s Advance Acconnt, The Treasurer’s
Advance Aecount was first made avail-
able for the purpose of defraying un-
anthorised and urgent expendifure. In
no instance can the purchase of any State
steamer come under either head. In no
instance has the purchase of any State
steamer heen either specially urgent
or unforeseen. The project was
talked of before the present Gov-
ernment came into office. The ur-
geney, if urgeney there had Theen;
has existed for years, and by no stretch
of imagination can their purchase be
classed as. urgent. The Government were
modest at first for they spent only about
£100,000 in buying the first State
steamers. ] wonder at their modesty be-
cause the Government of thai day were
in a fairly strong position. Upauthorised
expenditure is sometimes judged, when
its justification is guestioned, by ihe sue-
cess or lack of success which attends the
experiment. That, of course, is alfo-
gether a wrong way of judging it. Tt is
adopting & medium of expediency rather
than anytbing else. If the experiment is
successful, the action is just as wrong as
if it is unsuccessful, only lack of suceess
brings with it more public odium than
does suecess. One of the truest things
said in this House was said by the hon.
Mr. Sanderson when he remarked that in
judging these State enterprises, we have
to dismiss from our minds whether or
not they are suceessful; we have to ask,
if this State enterprise is- successful, is
it right? With regard to the State steam-
ships, they were bought out of the Trea-
surer’s advance and let me say it is a
very doubtful question as to whether any
expenditure from the Treasurer’s ad-
vance is legal expenditure, That money is.
not, appropriated to the use of the year
on. which it appears on the Estimates.
The legal position of the Treasurer’s ad-
vance is an extremely precarious one. It
it a vote of Parliament upon which an
oplmon of Parliament is never taken. It
is a vote of Parliament which is not put

[COUNCIL.]

by the Chairman of the Committee of
Ways and Means in another place to the
Committee. It is only really an appro-
priation the year after it is spent, and
any expenditure therefrom, as I have
said, is legally and constitutionally an
extremely precarious expenditure, The
Government who are in a strong position
can perhaps do things which the Govern-
ment in a weak position eannot do. It
is a matter of compete indifference to me
what Government are in power, except
as T have already said in this House, that
I happen to be on excellent terms with
the present leader of this House and I
appreciate the ability and patience with
which he fills an extremely difficult posi-’
tion. That is a predisposing canse to me
wishing the present Government a long
life, but on the other hand, T want to see’
this State, which it is the duty of Parlia-
ment to govern, although at times it may
not, seem so, a prosperous State,and I fear
the proceedings indulged in by the pre-
sent Qovernment for some years past Jo
not tend towards the prosperity of this
State. A good deal of the action of tlLe
Government is regulated by the fact as
to whether the Government are m a
strong position or not. When the Gov-
ernment bought that section of the State
steamships which I have alluded to as
the past, they were undoubtedly in a
strong position. They had a majority in
another place running into double fignres
and strange to say they were somewhat
modest in their demands with regard to
State steamships. Now what do we find?
I must get back to kangarcoing. In the
purchase of this last venture of theirs,
the “Kangaroo,” they have out-Heroded
Hered in their . audacity. Instead of
spending £100,000 on about four steam-
ers, they have.spent £140,000 on one’
steamer, Now let ws glanee at the posi-
tion of the Government. Instead of hav-
ing a majority of 15 or 16 in another
place, they are a Government with no
majority at all, a Government which in
another place cannot even conirol the
passage of their Estimates, a Government
which I say advisedly are frightened to
bring’ before another plage the simple
question of the purchase of this steamer
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or not a Government which, according
to an answer given me by the leader of
the House, see no reason to depart from
the procedure of other - Governments in
making this special expenditnre under
special circumstances the subject of a
special Loan Rill. In the first place ofther
Governments have never dared to do such
a lhing and, in the second plaee, I ean
see plenly of reasons why the Govern-
ment do not adopt the suggestion 1 held
out to them, a suggestion which this
House would never have an opportunity
to consider because a Loan Bill would
never get so far as this House if it con-
tained in pne item only the purchase of
the “Kangaroo,” which was made a few
weeks ago, Now let us test this purchase
by the crilerion of its being unforeseen
and of its being urgent. It fulfils neither
criterion. Tt certainly was not unfore-
seen, and the nob-urgency of the matter
is shown by the faet thal the “Kangaroo”
is for the purpose of conveving frozen
meat from the Wiyndham meat works.
whirh' are (o-be finished in the dim and
indefinife fotnre. In the meantime she
apparently i1s nof to- take the place of
the “IWestern Australia,” as we were cer-
tainly led to bhelieve.

The Colonial Secrelary: No.

Hon, W KINGBMILL: The hon. gen-
tleman says no, but my first guestion on
this subject was couched in these terms:
‘With  reeard cto  the purehnsé of
the Diesel boaf to  take the place
of the: steamship *Western Auwstra-
lia, ™ and so on. If the 'hon. geutle-
man gzavs that we were pever led to
believe that this Dheat was te take
the place of the “Weslern Australia.”
why, in the first place, when answering
that  question, did nat he, or his col-
teague responsible for the purehase, say
that the Diesel boat was not to take the
place of the “Western Australia”? We
certainly believed that. ] believed it until
I read something about the question,
until T learned that she draws 23ft.
Bins., whieh practically medns. that all
the ports on ‘the northern coast are
closed to her. She cannot even get into
the port of (feraldton. -
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~ The Calonial Set‘rpf@_ry: She is nnt ta
call at Geraldton. She is meant for Wyn-
dham.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Yet she was
ostensibly bonght as a ship to take the
place of the “Western Australia.” It
appears now from the explanation of the
hon. gentleman, since he found out that
the “Kangaroo’” draws 23ft. 6ins., a fact
of which 1 do not think the memburs of
the Goverumenl were aware until it was
painted out to them

The (‘alonial Seceretary: She counld not
carry tour parsengers,

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: As 1 have al-
readv said. the present -Goveroment are
i weak Government dependent for their
exislence principatly upon the reluctance
of those opposed to them to take definite
step's.  The present. Government are fol-
lowing the svstem which has heen fol-
[owed during this disastrous war, and are
Riding behind a rampart of dead and dy-
ing State enterprigses, which have created
guch a horrible position of affairs that
nohody is willing fo take over the reins
of government. To me personally it is
a matter of the utmost indifference what
(lovernment are in office. but I do not
want to see this eountry going te ruin
at the rate at which it appears to be
zoing: one of the prineipal causes of
that * rnin  beine the State enter-
prises and the illieit and  unfair
competitien  with  private enterprise
in  whieh “the present (fovernment
are induleing. Most of the unau-
thorized expenditure alluded to is in con-
neetion with State enterprites. How can
eapital e expected to come into a eoun-
try where it never knows the moment, no
matter what walk of business or com-
merce if  engages in, when the
C(tovernment will become an unfair
competitor ¢  The competition of the
Government is nnfair because it is
not their money which ‘they use
but the money of the taxpayers of
the State, With unlimited capital prae-
tieallv—although the limit appears to be
coming- -as against the limit which private
individuals always have to their purses,
{he (lovernment engage in urnfair com-
petition. T might say a good deal about
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the State Sawmills, the State Brickyards,
and other enterprises which Ministers
have embarked on—most of them un-
authorised—but I prefer not to do so. I
hope that the instance which T have given
will be sufficient, if indeed any further
stinnulus is necessary, for this Chamber
to pass the motion. But we have had in
the past examples not only of ihe incur-
ring of unauthorised expenditure but of
the making of contracts and agreements
which have not been sanctioned by Par-
liament and which are only reluctantly
dragged into the light of day. Those
contracts and agreements might well be
inelhided in this motion. We may give
the leader of the House in that the de-
tails of the power house contract were
blazoned forth by the Premier years

ago. Let the Colounial Secretary have
that. But what answer will he make
when I aceuse the Government of
making a secret agreement, fhe
powellising  agreement, which they
endeavoured to keep secret, the

papers relating to which they refused to
produce in another place, which came to
light only 15 months after it had been
made, by which the powellising company,

win or lose, were to take out of this

country £3,750 a vear for a process whieh
is of questionable value? Is that a fair
thing for the Government to do? TUn-
doubtedly it is not. The hon. gentleman
has talked about posting placards on the
Town Hall with regard to agreements
made by the Government, Certainly that
would not be right, but undoubtedly Par-
liament 15 the master of the Government,
and the Government are ouly a part of
Parliament, and Parliament shounld have
as carly nolice as possible if agreements
of such magnitude are made. The figures
in connection with the powellising apree-
ment, which was =0 svcretly entered into,
are interesting. 1t appears that under
the powellising agreement a very large
quantity of timber has been treated—
24,615,231 super. feet; and there has al-
ready heen paid as royalty io the fortun-
ate proprietors of the patent a sum of
£15,387 15s. 9d. We were led to believe
that the rate of payment to these gen-
tlemen would be 9d. per 100 feet super. for

[COUNCIL.]

powellising timber which was to be used
inside the State, with a maximum of 1s,
3d. per 100 super. for powellising timber
which was to he sold either under con-
tract or ofherwise outside the State; and
yet, if hon. members will take the trouble

" to work out these figures as I have done,

they will find that the powellising com-
pany have been paid at the rate of 1s.
3d. per 100 super. feet all through. That
is & thing which I cannot understand,
and as to whieh I would like an explana-
tion, As a matter of fact, when one is
foreed to consider the suecess or non-
suctess of these experiments of the Gov-
ernment, one is foreced to extremely dis-
mal eonclusions, In the case of the “Kan-
garoo” herself I do not know whether hon.
members noticed an extract published in
the Press of this State dealing with the
question of Diesel oil boats. It was an
extract from a very well known shipping
paper, Fair Play.

The Colonial Seeretary: That deals
with two-cycle Diesel engines, A succeed-
iug issue deals with four-eycle engines.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: 1 have not
seen the succeeding issue.

The Colonial Secretary: I have.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: The hon. gen-
tleman needs all the weapons at his com-
mand to justify the purchase. The ex-
tract 1 referred to is from the issue of
IFair Play of the 1st July, 1915, not so
very long ago——just 11 days before the
cable went instituting inguiries from
Professor Sir J. H. Biles & Co. Fair
Play says—

The “Flower” Motor Ship Co., Lid,,
was formed by Messrs. M. Samuel &
Co. with a view to showing ship-
owners the mistakes they were making
in not adopting Diesel engines and
using the liqnid fuel which could be
supplied by Messrs. Samuel & Co. on
very faveurable terins. In their report
for the 12 months ending 31st Decem-
ber, 1913, published in May last year,
the directors of the company stated
that the first motor vessel built for
the company, the “Arum,” had com-
pleted her trials suceessfully and would
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s{alt loading for her first voyage W1tb—
in the next few days.”

It is a strange thing that those very
words, “within the next few days,” occur
in eonnection with the “Kangareo.”

The directors’ report for 1914, which
was issued last week——

That is, in June last—

is not pleasani reading for the share-
holders, as it proves that the holding
back by shipowners in the adoption of
Diesel engines has been more than jus-
tified. The directors “regret to repori
that the running of the engines of the
two vessels delivered to them, viz., ithe
‘Arum’ and the ‘Arabic;” has not been
as they had hoped”—which is, perhaps,
another way of saying that the engines
are a fallure. It is stated that an
agreement has been arrived ai with
Messrs. Swan, Hunter, and Wigham
Richardson by which they have as-
sumed responsibitity for the running
of these ships, and have agreed to pay
the shareholders 4 per eent. per annum
interest. The motor vessel ‘“Abelia”
contracted for delivery in 1913, has
not yeb been delivered.

That is on the 1st July, 1914,
the “Abelia™
this time.
The directors recommend the payment
of a dividend of 4 per cent., less in-
come tax. Sir Marcus Samuel is nn-
doubtedly an optimist, but even he can
hardly expect shipowners to rush in
and order motor vessels after such an
experience as is disclosed in the
accounis of the “Flower” Motor Ship
Co. Had the managers confined their
atlention to ordering steamers instead
of motor vessels, the company would
have been in a splendid position at
the present time, as the earnings would
have been large, and, if necessary, the
assets could have heen disposed of to
return a bandsome profit. A dividend
of 4 per cent, less income tax, is
not one on which the sbareholders are
to be congratulated.
The Colonial Secretary: This s not the
same class of Diesel ship,

I hope
has four-cycle engines by
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Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I am pleased
and relieved to hear ii.

The PRESIDENT: I would remind
the Minister that he has already spoken
on this motion and that he has no right
of reply.

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, Sir. That
is why I am interjecting.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: T aceept the
explanation of the Minister, and I hope,
Sir, that you aeccept it. It is one ot the
most ingenuous and ingenious explana-
tions that [ have heard in this Chamber.
I welcome the Minister’s interjections,
and, in view of the information which he
now has, I wish that [ had spoken before
Le did. However, I shall Le very pleased
to have this further informalion if it be
correct and not founded on those op-
timistie hopes contained i the file which
purports to deal with part of the iransae-
tions relating to the purchase of the
“Kangarco.” DBut even if it is quiie as
optimistie, I will endeavour to get some
comfort from it. Still, I would remind
the Minister that it has nothing to do
with the case, because unauthorised ex-
penditure even on suecessful issues is
very nearly as bad as unauthorised ex-
penditure on non-suecessful issues. As
1 have already said, I take it as a very
significant sign of the times that an hon.
member should think it necessary io eall
the attention of any Government to the
faet that unauthorised expenditure is, to
put it plainly, unauthorised. The second
part of Mr. Cullen’s motion asks that the
motion should be conveyed by message
to His Excellency the Governor. That
is an innovation in this House. Tt is an
innovation which I am inelined to wel-
come, and for this reason. JIf hon.
gentlemen will read the section of the
Constitution Act of 1889, dealing with
authorised expenditure, Section 68, they
will find it is as follows:—

No part of the public revenue of the
Colony arising from any of the sourees
aforesaid shall be issued except in pur-
snance of warrants under the hand of
the Governor directed to the Treasurer.

It would be unseemly, even if it were not
against the Standing Orders, to eriticise
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the aetion of the present representative
of His Majesty. Therefore, leaving the
present representative of IHis Majesty
out of the question altogether, let me
content myself with saying that in the
past we have had (overnors who read
that seetion of the Constitution Act quite
differently. Some Governors, very com-
plaisant to their advisers, have not
boggled at signing warrants for this

class of  expenditure withont any
trouble. On the other hand, other
Governors have been only with the
greatest  diffienlty induced to sign
warranls of the sort I have des-
eribed, For the guidance not of the

present representative of His Majesty
but of future representatives, it is well
that 1t shounid be known that at all
events one section of Parliament has
set its faee against the eontinuance of
the policy of unauthorised expenditure.
And that furnishes a very admirable rea-
son why (bis molion shouid be communi-
cated to His Excellency the GQoverner for
the guidance of future Qovernors. T have
a preat deal of apprehension that this
motion will not do any good to a number
of genilemen who have apparently set
themselves up to flout precedent and to
spend as 1mueh money in unauthorised
direetions as they wish, I fear that ali
the molions we may pass and all the leg-
islation we may bring into existence
will not have very much effect on them.
But, underlving the motion, there is
the great principle of econstitational
Parliamentary government, and it is
because that great principle — which
has been observed to a greater ex-
tent in most of the Dominions of the
Empire than in this—is underlying
the motion that 1 give it my unqualified
support.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[8.47]: My chief reason in speaking is
to sugpgest 1o the hon. member that he
should alter the second part of the mo-
tion which Mr, Kingsmill seems so much
in favour ofe—

The PRESIDENT: I will pnt only the
firet paragraph just now.

Tion. II. P. COLEBATCII: Yes, but 1
propuse to speak to the first poriion

[COUNCIL] '

merely from the point of view of the
good that might be served by sending the
first portion to another place instead of
to His Excellency the Governor. It
seems to me that very much good may re-
sult from a discussion in anotlier place of
the first portion of this motion. I think
that such diseussion would show members
of all parties and the eountry generally
the extent to which the traditional confrol
of the expenditure by Parliament has dis-
appeared, At the present fime, reading
the newspapers in the morning, we find
that in another place £300 has been
knocked off this item and £200 off that,
and I suppose the public is ander the im-
pression (hat that money has been saved,
that it is not guing to he spent. liscus-
gion of a motion like this wowld eutirely
remove that illusion, Last year’s Bsti-
mates, for instance, set forth that in aii
sucl enterprises as the State Sawmills
and the State Truplement Works there
would be no expenditure from taxation,
that is (o say, that the revenue from those
undertakings would balance the expendi-
ture and leave a small gurplus, As a
maiter of tacl, the expenditure on those
undertakings has exceeded revenue by
£200,000 in the one year. That amount was
spent without a line of authority from
Partiawent, The discussion of g motion
of 1his kind mizht illustrate to the public
and to members in another place tie cir-
camstance that although they arve sup-
posed to conlyol the expenditure through
{the medium of the Estimales, as a mailter
of fact the present Administration Lave
taken the conirel of the finances out of
the hands of Parliament altogether. We
arce often told that this Chamber is not
entirely representalive of the taxpayers
and therefore it is right that another
place should bave practieally exclusive
powers in regard to taxation and expen-
diture. Probably we would not mind that
so much if Darliament, even it the As-
sembly, had eontrol over expenditure.
Rul as ihinzs ave eonducted at the pre-
sent time the Assembly -have no such con-
trol.  They' pass what are called Esti-
males, and then the Government proceed
to spend exactly what they like, From
Lhis pomnt of view, I hope the hon. mem-
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ber will agree to the alleration of the
second portion of his motion so that the
first portion may be sent to another place
for consideration.

Hon. J, ¥, CULLEN (South-East—
in reply) [8.501: The Colonial Secre-
tary’s remarks really amounted to this:
that the Government are quite willing to
be bound as the mofion proposes, if the
House will accept along with it their pro-
posal for a standing committee on publie
works, 1 am not in the'inogd to-night lu
use thal other stick which Mr, Kingsmill
suggested, but I thoroughly agree with
bim that the stick the Minister has bold
of is a rotlen one. The Minister is wil-
ling to aecept this limitation if the House
will accept a standing commitiee on
public works. How much more should
the Government be willing to aceept it on
its merits as a eonstitulional thing! In-
deed, my only diffienlty abont the motion
is that it is conceding something to this
unlawful Government, It should not.
Think of £20,000 without Parliamentary
sanction! One pound should not be
spent without Parliamentary sanction. It
is unconstitutional to do it, and for a
Ministry to submit to His Excelleney the
Governor for pavment any account which
Parliament has not sanctioned is snch an
abuse of the Constitution as the whole
State should resent. It is an ntterly un-
fair action towards His Excelleney. It
is a grave offence for Ministers {o sub-
mit for the Governor's warrant a single
amount which goes outside Parliamentary
sanetion; a grave offence, not only against
the Coustitution, but against His Exeel-
lency the Governmor. T do not think any
memher can have diftienlty in voting for
the motion. The Minister sees that, for
he save that if the House will aceept
something which is entirely extraneous,
which has nothing to do with the Consti-
tution, which is a little fad of the Min-
ister’s owgn, the Government will aceept
this. The Minister’s proposal does not
touch the principie at all. } would im-
pose a further restriction. In faet, if
he will aceept the donble restriction, why
will he not accept this constilutional re-
striction? With regard to where it is
sent, my object is not to slight Ministers.
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but to make sure that it will reach Exe-
cative Council. I foresaw that it might
not have an opportunity of diseussion in
another place, or alternatively that it
might bave strong opposition. To send
it direct to His Excellency means sending
it to Execative Conneil,

The Colonial Secrefary: No.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Yes, he is the
Governor-in-Council.

The Colonjal Secretary: There would
be no discussion in [Executive Counneil,

Hon, J. P. CULLEN: That does nol
matter; it would go there. However, 1

_am gquite willing to accept AMr. Cole-

bateb’s propoesed awendmnent, that in the
usual way the resolution should be sent
to ancther place,

Question  (first paragraph) put and
passed,

The PRESIDENT : Before putting ithe
second paragraph, namely, “that the fore-
going resciution be communicated to His
Exeelleney the Governor,” T wish to say

its form is wunusual and without
precedent in the Parliament of this
State. The nusual practice when a

resolution of this character is passed
is for the member bringing forward
the resolution to move that a mes-
sage be senl to the Legislative Assembly
asking for their coucurrenee therein. In
this case the member moves that the re-
solution be communicated to Ilis Txcel-
lency the Governor. The Standing Ou-
ders do not provide for such a proeedure,
and I suggest that the proper form of
communication between the House and
the Governor is by address as provided
in Standing Order 344 However, if the
House is willing to create the. precedent
1 will allow the second part of the reso-
Jution to be put.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[8.57]: Shall I be in order in moving
an amendment?

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I move
an amendment—

That all the words after “‘communi-
cated” be struck out, and that “by mes-
sage to the Legislative Assembly and
its concurrence desired therein’”’ be in-
serted in liew.
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Hon. J. P, CULLEN (South-East)
[8.58]: Whilst wmy proposal is new in
this Parliament, it is a eommon practice
in the Parliament of New South Wales,
When an important matier is being deali
with there the communication is invari-
ably by address io His JExcellency the
Governor. However, 1 am quite willing
to aceept the amendment.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL (Meiropolifan)
[8.59]: I do not see the least reason why
both eourses should not be pursued, why
the resolufion, whieh in my opinion should

be sent by address to His Excelleney the

Governor, should not also he sent to the
Azsembly, 1 have already pointed out
that under Section 38 of the amending
Act of 1889 the Governor has to sign
a warrant ¥or any expenditure. When
the expenditure is nnauthorised the omly
reason for it is (ke warrant of the Gov-
ernor. [ say that in the case of Tnture
Governors this may be of some guide
to their actions in attacking what, in
my opinion, is a growing evil, namely,
that they will refuse to sign these war-
rants unless a good reason is put for-
ward for the signing of them. That is
one reagon why [ think it should be sent
te His Excellency the Governor. 1 hon-
estly think it wouold he the best plan to
send the motion to both places. Tt is
very probable that it will have some little
offect. Tf it has no effect on the Govern-
ment it will have some effeect on His Ex-
celleney the Governor. He has this
check, in certain directions, on the Gov-
ernment.  Although he has this check
over expenditure from revenue he has no
check whatever on expenditure from Joan,
but this House has a far greater check
over loan expenditure than most members
realise.  After all, the Loan Bill, the
Bill providing for Loan Estimates and
the expenditure of loan money, is, in
the eyes of our Constitution, an ordinary
Bill. It is not a money Bill. Under our
Constitution it is an ordinary Bill, be-
canse it is only Bills dealing with revenue
which must originate in the Legislative
Assembly. TIn view of coming events, it
is well that the House should recollect
that. e are at perfect liberty to make
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what alterations we like and amend
wherever we care to in regard {o the Loan
Bill.  With regard to unanthorised ex-
penditure from revenue, I maintain that
if an address is sent to the Governor it
inay lave the effect of mitigating the
anxiety of future Governors to fall
m with all the wishes of their’ advisers,
when the wishes of their advisers appear
to run contrary to the Constitution. It
wonld be possible, it Mr. Colebateh with-
drew his amendment, for the wording

of the wmotion to be altered im
the following way: “That the fore-
going  resolution bhe  communieated
hy address to His Excelleney the
Governor; and that a message be

sent to the Legislative Assembly acquaint-
ing them with ihe resolntion and desiring
their concurrence therein.” 1 think that
would meeg the case, if Mr. Colebateh is -
willing to take that conrse.

Hen, H. P.” COLEBATCH (East)
[9.3]: T am «quite willing to withdraw
the amendmeni U have moved in order
that this counrse may be {aken.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. W. KINGBMILL: T move an
amendment—

That after the word “communicated”
in the second paragraph of the resolu-
tion the words “by address” be in-
serted.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH:. I second
the amendment.

Amendrient put and passed.

Hon. W. XINGSMILL: T move a fur-
ther amendmenf—

That the following words be added
to the motion:—“And that the resolu-
tion be forwarded by message to the
Legislative Assembly and their concur-
rence desired therein”

Amendment passed.

Question as amended agreed to.

MOTION — AGRICULTURAL  SET-
TLEMENT AND TMMIGRATION.

Debate resumed from ihe 29th Septém-
ber on motion by Hon. .J. F. Cullen—1,
That, in the opinion of this House, the
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Government should appoint an Honorary
Commission of three experienced seiflers
to prepare for submission to Parliament
a scheme for attracting and settling on
suitable areas in this State a large num-
ber of immigranis from Europe after the
close of the war. 2, That the foregoing
resolution be communicated to His Ex-
cellency the Governor.”

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [0.9]: The hon. 3r. Cullen
has brought forward several motions.
The first motien has been withdrawn, the
second one I regard as of no value what-
ever, and ihe third one deals with thig
question of immigration. The best ad-
vertisement for immigration is to have a
lot of happy, conlented and prosperous
settlers. I would suggest that Mr. Cullen
should, if he wishes to advance the cause
of immigration, send to any of the socie-
ties which exist in England, a copy of
the Indnstries Assistance Act, the amend-
ments thereto, and the discassions which
have taken place thereon. The fact of
the matter 1s that we all recognize that
this guestion of immigration and settling
the people on the land is of prime
importance. That gees without saying.
1t was the first ery when Governor Stirl-
ing landed here in 1829 and sinee then the
population of Australia has gone up hy
millions. I hope Mr, Cullen will aceept
an assurance that 1 am just as keen as
he is to setile people on the land. What
T ask myself is this, assuming for a mo-
meni that we are discussing part 1 of
the motion—for we will remember that in
the debate on the previous motions moved
by Mr. Cullen they were taken in parts,
and amended to express the desire of the
Chamber that they should be sent to an-
other place and to His Excellency the
Governor by address—of what practical
value or benefit to Western Australia is
a motion of this sort? There has been &
question asked in the Federal Parliament
about this very subject of land settlement.
Possibly the hon. member will be able to
answer this question, even if the Minister
is not.  The question asked is as fol-
lows :-—

Ts the Prime Minister aware that the

Government of New South Wales has
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set aside about 250,000 acres of wheat-
growing land for returned soidiers, and
has decided to give them preference in
the ordinary balloting for Crown
lands? 'Will the right honourzble gen-
tleman represent in a friendly way to
the other States the advisability of
following the example of New South

Wales, so far as Lheir respective cir-

cumstances will permit?

To this question the Prime Minister re-
plied—
We shall be glad ¢ do that,

We can assume thai the State Govern-
ment have had from the Federal Govern-
ment a request to deaw up some scheme
of benelit to returned coldiers, There is
no doubt that the Government, and every-
bordy in the country, are discussing and
will confinue to diseuss this «question.
Mr. Cullen suggests that three settlers
should be selected. Who these three
settlers are to be to draw up a scheme
presumably at the expense of the coun-
iry, and submit it to Parliament for ap-
propal, we are not told. I do not wish
to trespass on the time of the House, or
to hurt the feelings of myv hon. friend.
He is an old campaigner in this Cham-
ber.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Do not have any
hesitation.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The debate
on a previous motion moved by Mr, Cul-
len shows that hon. members did not
place any value upon it, and I ask, of
what possible ose will this last wmotion
be?  With regard to the returned sol-
diers, it seems to me that the Government
might well be urged to deal with tse ques-
tions which the Federal Government have
specially referred to them. 1 do not know
whether Mr. Cullen, who is following the
matter of land settlement up so closely,
has had this specific matter brought
under his notice. That seems to me to be
a practical scheme which we will be well
justified, and the Government will he well
justified, in taking up. T am ecurions to
know whether the Governmeni have re-
ceived this request from the Federal
Government and whether any steps have
been taken to earry ont the request to
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.make speeial arrangements for the sebile-
ment of returned soldiers who wish to go
on' the land, If the hon. member presses
this motion I shall not feel inclined to
vote for it. If it would give him any
satisfaction at all to have passed a reso-
lution of this kind, I shall not feel in-
clined to divide the House against if.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East—
in reply) [2.15]: I am afraid it is not
given to every member to indulge in Mr.
Sanderson’s happy sense of irresponsi-

bility. I speak as a settler and as
a man who takes some interest in
the welfare of this State, and I
am nol satisfied with the growth
of the population of this State. Is any
hon, member satisfied with it Is any

ton, member satisfied to know that prac-
tically for four years past immigration
has been little more than a matter of
form. The substance of the Colonial
Secretary’s reply to my speech was that
the Government kad advisers of their
own whom they regarded as efficient, but
that if T could bring along three settlers
to offer sugestions those suggestions
would be dealt with on their merits. There
is something in that, but a strange devel-
opment has happened since. The gentle-
man who is now keeping warm the office
of immigration officer made a speech the
other day at-the Million Club, and if he
had asked me what I thought he ought
to say, he could not have very much more
bappily set forih my views. He stated
that after the war there must be an enor-
mous awakening of fhe people of this
State to get population, and it is wot
too soen to begin to wake plans regard-
ing the atiraction of that population.
That is exactly what T bave said. We
cannot mature a plan in a night and es-
pecially if we want to follow the comsti-
tutional eourse to-get Parliamentary sane-
tion for it. It requires a good part of
the year and it i not too soon to begin
the plans to attrast population which will
be on the wing when the war is over.
When the war is over encrmous numbers
of people whose homes have been broken
np, whose ties of kin have been severed
will be looking to new countries wherein
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to make their fresh start and somme of the
inest material any couniry could desirve
will be available to that eountry which
takes the trouble to make its resources
known and to show that its doors are
open to newcomers. With regard to the
three settlers, I want to remind the House
that some of the keenest intellects are to
be found amongst the settlers of this
There are solid men who have
made good and who know the work
of land settlement from A to Z and
who are broad-minded and big-hearted
enough to take a delight in lelp-
ing their State by putting their ex-
perience at the disposal of others. I hope
that the Government will be big enough
o appraise that properly. Surely grave
guestions of this sort should nof be ban-
died about or talked about academiecally.
We want the men who know, and the
men who know ave the men who have been
through the mill and have made good.
We want the wisdom of the men who
have made good and who can tell new-
comers the course to take., 1 do not care
whether a new comer has hundreds or
thousands to invest. I say to him ‘Do
not hurry to spend it, but first go
to some experienced settler and
ask him to give you work for 12
months and take you on without
your saying a word to him about
payment, and leave it to that old settler
who dare not do a mean thing. Teli hin
that you want to learn and that he ean
pay you whatever you may be able to
earn.” The value of experience of that
sort cannot be over-estimated. What are
£2 or £3 or £10 a week compared fo the
knowledge which an old sebtler has gained
in 20, 30 or 40 years of the climate, the
seasons, the markets, the soils, and the
chemistry of agrieculture? Knowledge
of that sort is worth many thousands of
pounds and when the new comer has
gained that knowledge he knows in
which direetion to invest his money. I
appeal fo any man on the land as to
whether I am not talking sense, but
the Minister says “Ob no, we will ask
someone in the office to tell us how to
settle the people on the land.’’ That is
the mischief of Government adminigira-
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tion, Always go to someone who does
not know and he will show you how not
to do it. I am not willing to
press this motion against the Gov-
ernment. If they say, ‘‘We will not
make an appointment under any circum-
stances,’” it i3 no use asking them
to do so. It was my ultimate objeet
that there should be utilised the prae-
tieal knowledge of seitlers and there ave
any number of them who conld be
selected, but another object was to draw
public atention to the whole matfer. T
bhave succeeded in doing that and now
with the permission of the House, I
desire to withdraw the motion,
Motion by lesve withdrawn.

House adjourned at 9.23 p.m.

Legisiative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 19th Oclober, 1915,

Pfﬂl
Papera presented 713
Aent to Bills it
Question T Industries ‘Aspistance Board, control .. 1713
Annua! Estimzates, Votes and items di:vt.‘llﬁ-»ed PR ¥ £
Loan Ertlmates 10156 1748

Bill: bupu!elmntary Loan -il 300 000 1n. " 2R o, 751
Lieut, Thro: sell, ¥.C., congratulations .. ..

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
p.n.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Audit of aceounis
of tradinx concerns—Report of Aunditor
General. 2, Return of transfers in- the
Education Department from-1:t Novem-
her, 1914, to 1st March, 1915 {ordered on
motion hy Me, Heitmann). 3, Returns of
the husiness dome ih Westernt' Ausiralia
b¥ the varions life assurnnee (-ompamef»
operating herein, )

1713

By the Minister for Agricalture: Avdit
of accounts of State Meat Stalls,

By Hon. R. H. Underwood {Hemorary
Minister) : 1, Report on the Charities De-
partraent for the year ended 30th June,
1915. 2, Resolution (A) under the
Health Act, 1911-12, adopting model by-
laws, passed by the Corrigin and Menzies
Boads Boards. 3, Resclution (B) under
the Health Act, 1911-12, adopting model
by-laws, passed by the Burtville Loeal
Board of Health. 4, By-law of the Mel-
ville Roads Board. 5, Amendment of
Regulations (Nos. 163 and 96) of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust.

ASSEXNT TO BILLS,

Messagres from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the iollow-
ing Bills:—

1, Permaneni Reverve,

2, Grain and Foodsinft,

3, GGovernment  Eleetrie Works Act
Amendment.

4, Roads Aal
tinuativn.

3, Cottesloe Beach Rales Validation.

6. Postponement of Debls Act Con-
tmnrm(*

7. Marriage Ac Amendment

Amendment - and Con-

QUESTION - INDUSTRIES ASRIST-
ANCE BOARD. CONTROL.

Alr. THOMSOXN asked the Minister for
Agzriculture: In the ease of farmers who,
having received advances from the Indus-
tries Assistance Board bive repaid all
sach advances,” do they still remain in
any way subjeet to eontrol by the board?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: Section 14, Subsection
4B. provides that an applicant may at
any time repay the wlole of the advanee

made under the Thdusiries Assisfance
Ast, and shonld he do so, there would be
no surplus in_the hands of the Colonial
Treasurer io appfv towdrds the d]qeharge
of the other debts of the applicant, as
provided in Section 21 of the Aet. The
('rme'rnment‘ howevér, has an’ oblization
to the ereditors as pér the fhird schednle



